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What a year! The 2021 graduating
class has demonstrated perseverance
like none other in recent history and it’s
time to say CONGRATULATIONS. In the June 15 issue of the newsletter, we will
publish our graduates (high school and college) as a way to say how proud we are
of them. But, we need your help in order to acknowledge all of them! If you follow
the link below, you can fill out THIS GOOGLE FORM with your graduate’s
name, where they are graduating from, future plans, favorite memory and whether
or not you will be providing a picture. Please, email pictures directly to Theresa
Wilkinson. Spread the word! We’d like to include as many Brook Park and Field
Club graduates as possible.
Deadline to submit this information is June 1. Thank you for helping us
celebrate their accomplishment and congratulations graduates! Please contact
Theresa Wilkinson with any info or questions. wilkinson.theresa@gmail.com

JUNE 5

It is time once again for the
Brook Park Garage Sale, June 5!
Registration is free and the Civic
Association will provide local advertising, a map of all
participating houses, and a balloon for your mailbox for the
day of the sale.
We must have at least 25 houses to participate. Any
household that would like to participate should please
complete the online registration form or the attached
registration flyer by May 22, 2021 and return it to:
Sally Swegan 974
Broad Meadow Dr
Due: May 22, 2021
An optional pre-sale for Brook Park residents only will also
be held on Friday, June 4, 6:30-8:30PM.
The pre-sale list, balloons, and maps (limit 5 per household)
will be available for pick-up starting Wednesday, June 2, at
the above address (974 Broad Meadow Dr). Maps will also
be available by the Brook Park message board sign near the
pool for potential customers on the morning of the garage
sale.
Even if you do not plan to participate in the sale, please feel
free to support your fellow Brook
Park residents on Saturday, June 5.
For any additional questions, please
contact
Sally Swegan at 412-760-9216
or sallyswegan@gmail.com
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Departing Board Member

Brad Weaver, long time member of the BPMCA Board,
will be stepping down from his responsibilities. We so
appreciate Brad’s dedication and contributions to the
group. We wish him well in the years to come.
Brad’s departure from the Board leaves open a position for
someone in the neighborhood who would like to step in and
fill his spot. If you are interested in becoming more
involved in neighborhood activities and policies, please
contact Dennis Moul or any other member of the Board.

Neighborhood Survey

Hello Neighbors! The week of May 4, you received an
email asking you to fill out a survey to measure your interest
in neighborhood social groups and events. Then you
received another email & survey because we unexpectedly
hit our max on that platform and had to move! We thank
you for your responses and we have already received a lot
of great feedback regarding our established social groups
and events as well as new ones (it has even sparked a new
column in our newsletter!). It is exciting to see people’s
ideas and dream about what we could be offering in the
very near future. If you haven't already, we ask that you
take a few minutes to fill out the survey here before May 31
so you too can have your voice heard. In addition, be
thinking about what groups you might be willing to help
organize. Often, this means nothing more than sending out
a first email. If there is a group/event you are passionate
enough about to commit to organizing now, feel free to
email Heather Byers at byers_heather@hotmail.com. We
are truly looking forward to the days ahead!

www.brookparkmanor.com
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Food Truck Schedule
for May/June:

May 17 (Mon)Sweet Pea's Sweet
Treats Ice Cream Truck 5-7pm
May 19 (Wednesday) BRGR 4-7
May 22 (Saturday) Knock About
Coffee 8:30-11:30
May 26 (Wednesday) Mobile Chef 4-7
May 30( Sunday) Curbside Coffee 9-11
May 31( Monday) Benvenutis Pizza 12-4 (Pool Parking lot)
June 2 (Wednesday) Streets on the Fly 4-7
June 9 (Wednesday) Mission Mahi 5-7
June 12 (Saturday) Knock About Coffee 9-12
June 16 (Weds)

South Side BBQ and
B's Sips of Summer 4-7
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Pool News

Just about two weeks until
we will all be able to splash
in our favorite neighborhood
swimmin' hole. We continue
to be very busy getting the
pool ready for the season.
Roth Painting is painting the
pool and volunteers are busy planting grass, pulling weeds,
and generally cleaning up the grounds. Our new pump
was installed last week, and we should start filling the pool
within the next few days. Then it is just a matter of
getting the heater running and the pool chemicals
balanced.
We cannot wait to see you on Memorial Day weekend!
Our events committee is hard at work planning activities
for the whole family all summer long. Watch your email
for the weekly eblast and follow us on Instagram
(@brookparkswimclub) to stay up to date on all that is
happening this Summer.
We would not be where we are now if it was not for the
support of our neighbors and the hard work of many
volunteers. We cannot say “Thank You” enough.

June 23 (Wednesday) Yovi's 4-7
June 30 (Wednesday) Kilimanjaro 4-7

Good News for HANNAH!

We are so happy to report that
Hannah’s most recent scan
showed that she was currently
clear of disease. She still has 4
more inpatient rounds of
Immunotherapy. Her first round
was tough and there was
definitely an adjustment week
after she and her mom got
home. They are feeling more
prepared for the next stay and
confident that her pain will be
managed effectively from the get
go.

Hannah's family would like to share a big THANK YOU
for the continued support over the past year. Mom
Amanda says, “We can finally see a light at the end of this
dark tunnel.”
You can help support Hannah’s journey with your
purchase of some awesome “Stronger Than Cancer”
apparel as a fundraiser. Your donation will support
Hannah AND will help purchase more Brady Buggy
Wagons for Children’s Hospital.CLICK HERE to shop!
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Scavenger Hunt Recap

A great big THANK YOU to our 52 homeowners who
hid items on their property for our second neighborhood
wide scavenger hunt. The weather even cooperated, with
the rain holding off until later Saturday evening!
Everything from life vests to gnomes were hidden, even the
kitchen sink. Some of the highlights were the skeleton
kayaking on the roof and a skateboarding skeleton.
Everyone enjoyed our neighborhood's creativity and sense
of fun. There were many hunters out with lists and
clipboards, but a few were exceptional, finding everything
on the list. Congrats to eagle eyed participants Gretchen
Doyle & The Bukowinski Family. Well done!

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

James, Susannah, and big brother Charlie
Hilliard (Broadlawn) were happy to welcome
their second son, Parker, to their family in
March. Thank you to all the neighbors who
have extended their well wishes and
congratulations already!

www.brookparkmanor.com
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Call for Submissions

Don’t forget! You can share your expertise in our From the
Pros section. What helpful hints can you share with our
neighborhood? What is your favorite memory of Brook
Park? We would all love to hear it! Submit it and it will be
featured in our “Resident Reflections” section.Your kids
can be featured as well, and we’d love to share birth
announcements or other good news! Please share their
artwork and writing so we can all celebrate them!
Submissions can be a PDF of a scan or a picture.
All submissions can be sent to
wilkinson.theresa@gmail.com.
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VOTE! VOTE! VOTE!

Make sure your voice is heard! Don’t forget to vote in the
May 18 Primary. You can visit votespa.com to register,
update, request, track upcoming elections and more. This
is a handy website to visit if you have any question
regarding any election.

Days of Celebration
We all need reasons to celebrate! Check out this month’s
National Days of Celebration.
As always,
links have
been provided,
when possible,
to help you
with your
celebrations.
Enjoy!

May 16 National Barbeque Day! Need some
suggestions? Follow Jeremy and Angie’s quest for
the best barbecue on their blog,
Discover the 'Burgh.
May 17 National Cherry Cobbler Day
May 18 National No Dirty Dishes Day...maybe
they’ll do themselves!
May 21 National Endangered Species Day
National Pizza Party Day
NASCAR Day
May 22 National Vanilla Pudding Day...Jello
makes a great instant pudding mix!
May 23 National Lucky Penny Day
May 25 National Wine Day
May 28 National Hamburger Day
May 29 OPENING DAY AT THE POOL!
May 31 Memorial Day
June 1
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Go Barefoot Day
National Nail Polish Day

June 2 National Leave the Office Early Day
(how does this work if you work from home?)
June 3

National Repeat Day
National Repeat Day

June 4

National Donut Day...not just a day to
honor our favorite breakfast goodie. Donut Day began
in 1938 as a fund raiser for Chicago's The Salvation
Army. Their goal was to help those in need during the
Great Depression, and to honor The Salvation Army
"Lassies" of World War I, who served donuts to
soldiers.You should still eat a donut.
June 5 National Trails Day; Try a trail at North
Park. Here’s the trail map.
June 6

D-Day

June 7

National Ice Cream Day

June 9 National Donald Duck Day; Really love
Donald? Here’s an 1 ½ hours worth of
cartoons.
June 12 National Loving Day
June 13 National Kitchen Klutzes of America Day
June 14 National Strawberry Shortcake Day;
Looking for a recipe? Try this one.

www.brookparkmanor.com
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EXPLORING PITTSBURGH
If you are new to our neighborhood, WELCOME! If you
are also new to Pittsburgh, a hearty double welcome to
you! Whether you are new to the City of Bridges, or
lifelong resident, there is always something new to
discover in the ‘Burgh (with an H!). Over the next several
months, this column will feature Pittsburgh highlights,
history and resources to give everyone ideas of what our
fair city offers. Enjoy exploring!
Highlights
Venture Outdoors is an organization that promotes
outdoor activities in Pittsburgh. They host everything
from outdoor fitness classes to hikes on local trails. They
run several kayak rental facilities in the area. Special news!
June 5 is their 20th anniversary and they are celebrating
with pop-up events all over the city. Their website,
including a link to their anniversary events can be found
here.
Another great organization is Doors Open
Pittsburgh. Their flagship event is a weekend in
October when various buildings around downtown, the
Strip and Northside open their doors for tours. Buildings
have included the courthouse, Union Trust Building,
William Penn Hotel, and MANY, many others. Throughout
the year, they have various tours around Pittsburgh and
through May are focusing on public art walking tours.
They have also hosted monthly storytelling events in
which local historians have discussed the history of such
things as Pittsburgh’s China Town, abandoned Pittsburgh, a
peek inside Penn Brewery and much more.You can check
all of this out, including current tours and recorded talks
here.
Venture Outdoors

History
Pittsburgh has an H at the end of the name, now, but it
hasn’t always been there. In a letter dated November 27,
1758, General John Forbes wrote to William Pitt the Elder
(1st Earl of Chatham) informing him that this place, the
location of Fort Duquesne, was to be named for him. It
would be known as Pittsbourgh. In the city charter of
1816, the name was recorded as Pittsburgh,
but due to a printing error, copies of the charter left out
the H. In 1891, the United States Board on Geographic
Names adopted thirteen general principles to be used in
standardizing place names, one of which was that place
names ending in -burgh should drop the final -h. At this
time the city's name was rendered "Pittsburg." The Board
supported its decision to rename Pittsburgh by
referencing the printed copies of the 1816 city charter
which featured the spelling Pittsburg rather than
Pittsburgh. Based on those copies, the Board claimed that
the official name of the city had always been Pittsburg.
However, the members of the board seem to have been
unaware that the original 1816 charter specified the name
of the city to be Pittsburgh, and that only the copies of
the charter featured the erroneous spelling "Pittsburg."
The new official spelling was resisted by many people in
the city. The Pittsburgh Gazette refused to adopt the
Board's decision, as did the Pittsburgh Stock Exchange
and the University of Pittsburgh. Official city documents
continued to use the old spelling. Responding to mounting
pressure, the Board reversed the decision on July 19,
1911, and the Pittsburgh spelling was restored after 20
years of contention. (Taken from visitpittsburgh.com)
Resources
The blog Discover the ‘Burgh is an EXCELLENT resource
to explore no matter what you are looking for. https://
www.discovertheburgh.com/ The couple who writes this
blog has made it their mission to explore ALL things
Pittsburgh and has generously recorded them for our
benefit. They have written posts on topics ranging from
local hiking trails to the best hotel rooms downtown,
from neighborhood eats to day trips, from quirky local
museums to local breweries. This blog is worth checking
out for everyone.

Discover the ‘Burgh
Doors Open Pittsburgh
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May Reviews by Melissa French
There are benefits and drawbacks to adapting a successful stage play to become a film.You have the
advantage of knowing a story works and that it can capture and captivate an audience.You have dialogue
that has been worked out and worked through at length, often for years. But you also have limits.You are
trying to remain true to an existing piece of art, at least in feel and vision. If the play was set in one
location, you have to decide if that one location is suitable for a movie, or if it needs expanding, thereby
taking advantage of what the art of cinema can offer that a stage production cannot: Scope, breadth and
space. If a film doesn’t utilize what movies are best at, then why make the movie at all? Likewise, can a
film capture the intimacy and immediacy of a theater performance?
Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, a film by George C. Wolfe, based on the play by Pittsburgher August Wilson, is working through these
questions. One can see why it was such a successful stage play. It features music, but isn’t really a “musical” in the sense that the players
don’t sing dialogue. The emotional depths that the main actors are required to reach for must make for desirable, challenging and
dynamic roles to play. I imagine “going there” night after night on stage would be a tremendous test for any actor. Luckily we have Viola
Davis and Chadwick Boseman in the film’s lead roles; Davis as the titular Ma Rainey and Boseman portraying the ambitious but troubled
horn player Levee.Viola Davis has become (like Meryl Streep, to whom she is often compared) the actor who is never not great, never
not award-worthy. Boseman, who we now know was gravely ill while making this film, lent the very “theatrical” dialogue as much grit
and soul as possible. Monologues designed for the back row of a theater need special care and caution when delivered for the screen.
They are not “realistic”--people don’t often make dramatic speeches in everyday life. So it took someone like Chadwick Boseman, who
had humanity seeping out of his skin, to bring the monologues down to the ground. I know it was not intentional in the making of the
film as no one knew how sick he was, but hearing him speak lines that cursed God and asked why God wouldn’t protect him and his
loved ones from pain and suffering was heartbreaking, unintentional and therefore all the more poignant.
The film wisely keeps the scope and setting rather small. Mostly set in two rooms of a recording studio in Chicago during a hot summer
in 1927, you can feel the heat and sweat and suffocation of the pre-air conditioning era. The small setting reinforces the pressure, heat
and tension with the audience. The weight of the racism and exploitation of the Black performers at the time bears down on the
characters like sun baking the Chicago pavement. While the use of the sepia-saturated lighting to represent “olden times” has grown a
bit cliché at this point, it mostly works here due to the implied heat it gives the environment.
Filmed partially in Pittsburgh, and based on a play by a Pittsburgh playwright, another former Pittsburgh resident is also to be
commended for her contribution here and to film in general. 89-year-old Ann Roth, graduate of Carnegie Mellon, was the lead costume
designer. The first film she worked on was Brigadoon in 1954(!), and she continues to work today. She’s said that her approach to
costuming is to think about how a character not only wears their clothes, but treats their clothes--do they hang them up? Do they
throw them on the floor? Are they clean or dirty? She, along with many other creative individuals were nominated for many awards this
past season for their work on this film. They were well-deserved. Available on Netflix.
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TIPS FROM THE PROS: FREE BEER!
Free Beer!!! Ok, I can’t give away free beer in a newsletter article, but I can help you plan your beer choice for
your next gathering.
As a beer enthusiast and an avid home brewer for eight years, I enjoy serving, drinking, and talking about beer.
Whether you are hosting your own event or bringing beverages to share, start by looking at who will be
attending and what type of event you're having. In summer try to find lower alcohol content beers as it’s hot and
people tend to drink more faster. I always recommend a good craft beer variety pack for experienced beer
drinkers, a hard seltzer for your “non beer” drinkers, as well as a light traditional beer for Uncle Joe.
Fun beer fact. White Claw, Truly’s and most hard seltzers are legally beer. They are made with fermented corn
sugar and contain the bare minimum amount of hops to be considered a beer. That is why you can buy them in
the beer distributor or Giant Eagle.
Summer Beers
I like to buy wheat beers, blond ales, light lager, amber ale, session IPA, and pale ale beers. Most of these can
be found for $20 a mix 15 or 12 pack. Southern Tier, Flying Fish, Sam Adams, and many others have good mix
packs. If your gathering is small, try picking beers from a few local breweries. There are some amazing
breweries in Pittsburgh such as Hitchhiker, Grist House, and Auroch which is a gluten free option. Their beers
are a little more expensive but are worth the extra cost. You can also find some fun and exotic beers made with
pastries, local coffee, and even spruce tips.
If you don’t want to spend the time looking at all the options and need to grab something quick, Southern Tier’s
mix 15-pack with 8 Days A Week or Flying Fish’s variety pack are good choices. There are many many more
but these were the last two I had and are fresh in my head.Now that restrictions are being lifted, treat yourself to
a fun night out at a local brewery. Or you can come knock on my door for a beverage and a chat about beer. If
you found this article to be interesting, let me know. I can provide more tips about my favorite beer season: fall.
~Nate Bopp, your friendly neighborhood home brewer & beer enthusiast

T I P S F R O M T H E P R O S : R E A L E S TAT E
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CLASSIFIEDS

Professional Tutoring
Sally Swegan
412-760-9216
974 Broadmeadow Dr.
Elementary Education, Pre-K through 6th
grade
Any subject
Learning Disabilities
ESL
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Lisa Kocent—Independent Avon Sales Representative
Top Seller and #1 in District E-Store Sales
E-Store—Shop & Order Online:
www.youravon.com/lkocent
Phone: 412-720-6026
Email: LKBird79@gmail.com
Contact me Today to Order Products or
Request Brochures & Samples
Follow Me on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/LisaKocent/
Visit the Skin Care Advisor:
https://www.avon.com/skinadvisor?rep=lkocent
100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or your money back.
Receive 10% off your “First” Order—Mention this ad
On-Line “First” Orders:
Enter Code WELCOME10 at check-out
Join my Team of Beauty Bosses &
Start Your Own Beauty & Wellness Business:
http://lkocent.avonrepresentative.com/opportunity/start
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HOUSE SITTING
PET SITTING
PLANT WATERING
ODD JOBS
CONTACT:
email: dan.longo11@yahoo.com
Phone: 412-801-9667

• 15 years professional experience
• Bachelor of Piano Performance
• Master of Music in Piano Pedagogy
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Sterling and Strings

www.sterlingandstrings.com
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